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R 221646Z MAR 77 
FM AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4741 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMCONSUL SAO PAULO 

UNCLAS RIO DE JANEIRO 1332 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC, ETEL, BR 

SUB J : BRAZILIAN DOMESTIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE PROGRAM 

REF.: STATE 41528 

1 . DURING MARCH 21 MEETING WITH EXIMBANK AND CONGEN OFFICERS, 
EUGENIO GUISARD, CHIEF OF EMBRATEL'S ECONOMIC/FINANCIAL 
DEPARTMENT REVIEWED STATUS OF DOMESTIC SATELLITE PROJECT. 
ACCORDING TO GUISARD, EMBRATEL HAS FINISHED THE EVALUATION 
OF BOTH THE SATELLITE AND GROUND STATION PROPOSALS. 

GUISARD HOPED THAT THE RESULTS OF THE EVALUATION COULD BE 
MADE PUBLIC IN APRIL. 

2. GUISARD STATED THAT THE SATELLITE PROJECT WAS NO 
LONGER "TOP PRIORITY". THIS LOSS IN STATUS MEANS THAT 

AT EACH STEP THE PROJECT WILL BE REVIEWED AND GOB APPROVAL IS NO 
LONGER AUTOMATIC. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT EMBRATEL STILL 
PLANS TO SIGN CONTRACTS THIS YEAR AND LAUNCH SATELLITE IN 
1979. 
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